
 

 

 TOWN OF BARNSTABLE 
 

NOTICE OF MEETINGS OF TOWN DEPARTMENTS AND ALL TOWN BOARDS 
As Required by Chapter 28 of the Acts of 2009, amending MGL Chapter 30A 

 
NAME OF PUBLIC BODY – COMMITTEE, BOARD OR COMMISSION: 

 
REGULAR MEETING AGENDA                

COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE 
 

DATE OF MEETING:      Monday, September 15, 2025 

TIME:  5:30 p.m.   

PLACE:  The Community Preservation Committee (CPC) meeting will be held by remote participation 

methods pursuant to the passage of legislation extending certain COVID-19 measures adopted during the 
state of emergency in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.   
  
Alternative public access to this meeting will be provided in the following manner: 
 

1. This meeting will be replayed via Xfinity Channel 8 or high-definition Channel 1072. It may also be 
accessed via the Government Access Channel live video on demand archives on the Town of 
Barnstable’s website: https://streaming85.townofbarnstable.us/CablecastPublicSite/?channel=1 

 
2. Real-time public comment can be addressed to the Community Preservation Committee utilizing 

the Zoom link or telephone number and access code for remote access below. 

 Link: https://townofbarnstable-us.zoom.us/j/81934922561     
 
 Or by calling the US Toll-free Telephone Number:  888-475-4499  

Meeting ID:  819 3492 2561 
 

3. Applicants, their representatives, and individuals required or entitled to appear before the 
Community Preservation Committee may appear remotely and are not permitted to be physically 
present at the meeting and may participate through the link or telephone number provided above.  
Documentary exhibits and/or visual presentations should be submitted in advance of the meeting 
to Sarah.Beal@town.barnstable.ma.us so that they may be displayed for remote public access 
viewing. 

 
Meeting materials will be available at 

https://www.townofbarnstable.us/boardscommittees/communitypreservationcommittee/ prior to 
the meeting. 

 

This meeting of the Community Preservation Committee is being recorded and broadcast on the Town of Barnstable’s 
Government Access Channel.  In accordance with MGL Chapter 30A, s. 20, the Chair must inquire whether anyone else is 

recording this meeting and to please make their presence known 
 

Call to Order: 

 

Roll Call of the Members: 

 
 



 

 

 
Minutes:    

• Approval of the Draft Community Preservation Committee Regular Meeting Minutes from 
August 18, 2025.    
 

Letters of Intent:  
None received. 

 
Applications: 

• An Application has been received from the South Congregational Church, Centerville for their 
Graveyard Restoration Project requesting $25,000 in Community Preservation Historic 
Preservation Funds.  Proposed work includes cleaning, restoring and resetting 34 gravestones 
and other markers with historic and cultural significance.  Removal of overgrown shrubs and 
weeds, adjusting granite fence pillars and replacement of steel fencing bars.   
 

• An Application has been received from the Department of Public Works (DPW) through the 
Town Manager’s Office requesting additional funds in the amount of $400,000 to cover the full 
projected cost of the Osterville Playground Project.  Initial funding for the Osterville Playground 
was approved in 2023 and subsequently was advanced through the design phase with input 
from the community, facilitated by the steering group overseeing design development.  
Playground equipment has been selected, and construction documents are currently being 
prepared for the bidding process.  Based on recent cost estimates, the project is projected to 
exceed the original budget. 
 

• An Application has been received from Barnstable Land Trust (BLT) requesting $307,500 in 
Community Preservation Open Space funds to preserve an ecologically important retired 
cranberry bog property consisting of 25.74 acres within the Great Marsh and Barnstable 
Harbor watershed addressed 301 Parker Road, West Barnstable, map 176, parcel 019.  The 
total purchase price is $615,000 and BLT applied for an MA Conservation Partnership Grant in 
June 2025 to help fund the acquisition.  BLT will grant a conservation restriction to the Town of 
Barnstable to ensure the land is preserved in perpetuity.   
 

 
Correspondence Received 

• None received. 
 
Project Updates: 

• The Transfer of $2.5M CPA funds to the Affordable Housing Trust was approved at the 
September 4, 2025, Town Council Public Hearing. 

• The Department of Public Works’ request for CPA funds in the amount of $2.9M for 
rehabilitation of the Armory building was approved at the September 4, 2025, Town Council 
Public Hearing.  

• Town Council Public Hearing is scheduled for September 18, 2025 for the Department of 
Public Works’ request for CPA funds for rehabilitation of Cotuit Memorial Park. 

• CPC member site visit with DPW to the Osterville and Centerville Recreation sites was held 
September 3, 2025. 

• Barnstable Land Trust proposal - A full appraisal of Woodland Bog has been received.  An 
appraisal for the Conservation Restriction for Woodland Bog is anticipated to be received. 

• Conservation Restrictions for the Harju and Prince Avenue properties are being reviewed and 
will be placed on an upcoming Town Council agenda for approval.   



 

 

• The draft Conservation Restriction for the Mill Pond project is in progress.  The project will be 
referred for Public Hearing at Town Council once the draft Conservation Restriction is finalized. 

• The closing for Smith’s Creek Conservation Restriction will be scheduled once the Land Court 
provides required documents. 

• The final draft of the Conservation Restriction for the Cotuit Highground project is in progress. 

• An updated Letter of Intent is anticipated from Oddfellow Lodge based upon the building 
assessment completed by the consultant.  Confirmation of non-profit status is required. 

• The Preservation Restriction consultant has begun work on the South Congregational Church 
Burial Ground Preservation Restriction.   

• Applications for the Centerville Recreation Ballfield and the Osterville Recreation Rest Facility 
are anticipated to be received for the October 20, 2025, CPC meeting.   
 

Member Discussion: 

• CPC Annual Meeting is set for October 20, 2025 and will be held in person in the Hearing 
Room. 

o Member discussion regarding the CPC Annual Meeting content. 
o Member discussion regarding start time for the CPC Annual Meeting. 

• Vote to accept the 2026 CPC Meeting Schedule. 

• The annual CP-3 report to the State has been submitted.  The Finance Department has also 
submitted the CP-1 and CP-2 reports to the State. 

 
Public Comment: 
 
Adjournment: 
 
 

CPC Regular Meeting Scheduled October 20, 2025 in person - 5:30 p.m. 
CPC Annual Meeting Scheduled October 20, 2025 in person   

 
Please Note:       The list of matters is those reasonably anticipated by the chair, which may be discussed at the meeting. Not all items listed may be 
discussed and other items not listed may also be brought up for discussion to the extent permitted by law.  It is possible that if it so votes, the Committee 
may go into executive session. The Committee may also act on items in an order other than they appear on this agenda.  Public files are available for 
viewing during normal business hours at the Community Preservation office located at 367 Main Street, Hyannis, MA 
 
For your information the section of the M.G.L. that pertains to postings of meetings is as follows:   Except in an emergency, in addition to any notice 
otherwise required by law, a public body shall post notice of every meeting at least 48 hours prior to such a meeting, excluding Saturdays, Sundays and 
legal holidays.  In an emergency, a public body shall post notice as soon as reasonably possible prior to such meeting.  Notice shall be printed in a legible, 
easily understandable format and shall contain:  the date, time and place of such meeting and a listing of topics that the chair reasonably anticipates will 
be discussed at the meeting.  Meetings of a local public body, notice shall be filed with the municipal clerk and posted in a manner conspicuously visible 
to the public at all hours in or on the municipal building in which the clerk’s office is located.   



Barnstable Community Preservation Committee 
Town Hall 
367 Main Street 
Hyannis, MA 
 
The South Congregational Church Cemetery tells the story of Centerville and is an 
important historic resource that should be preserved for future generations. 
 
Among those buried there are citizens who founded Centerville and contributed to its 
prosperity as the hub of maritime activities and ship building in the 1800s. Many of the 
names are familiar: Crosby, Bearse, Linnell, Hallet, Kelly and Lewis. 
 
There are at least five veterans interred in the cemetery including Nathan Winslow, a 
Civil War veteran who died in 1862 in the battle of Antietam. The first burial was in 1823 
for eight-year-old Alexander Kelley. 
 
Over these 200 years, the cemetery has deteriorated, and is in need of professional 
renovation services. The gravestones and memorials are broken or fallen over. They 
need to be repaired and lifted back into place. 
 
South Congregational Church is seeking Community Preservation Act funding to hire 
professionals to restore, repair and reset 34 of the historic gravestones. The fence 
around the cemetery also would be renovated. 
 
The project would provide a public benefit through permanent protection of a historic 
and cultural resource of significance to Centerville and Barnstable. It also would 
preserve a link from Centerville’s interesting history to future generations. 
 
We feel strongly that the repairs and renovations to the cemetery are needed to honor 
those interred there. It is also hoped the completed project will instill pride among 
residents, visitors and members of the church. 
 
We are pleased to present to you our application for grant funding from the Community 
Preservation Act to restore this important historic site. 
 
Sincerely, 
Tim Tudor, Project Manager 
Jean Mansur, Project Contact 



CPC APPLICATION (Page 1) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Submission Date:   September 5, 2025 
 
Project Title:   South Congregational Graveyard Restoration 
 
Project Map/Parcel Number:  Map 207, Parcel 053 
 
Estimated Start Date: Late winter/Early Spring 
 
Estimated Completion Date: Fall 2026 
 
Purpose (please circle all that apply):  
 
Open Space Yes     Public 
Community Housing      Private Yes 
Historic  Yes      Non-Profit Yes 
Recreation       Partnership (Describe below #3) Yes 
Town Affiliation** 
 
**Please note:  All Town CPC Applications must be approved by the Town Manager prior to submission. 

 
Applicant Contact:    
Name:  South Congregational Church 

Organization (if applicable): South Congregational Church 

Address: 565 Main Street 

Mailing Address: Centerville, MA 02632 

Daytime Phone #: 508-775-8332 

E-mail Address: sochurchoffice@gmail.com 

  
Primary Contact (if different from applicant contact):  
Name: Jean Mansur 

Address: 16 N Ridge Road 

Mailing Address: Mashpee, MA 02649 

Daytime Phone #: 908-310-6551 

E-mail Address: jmansur9@gmail.com 

 

Appropriated CPA funds require one or more deed restrictions (conservation / historic preservation / housing). 

Sample restrictions are available at the Official Website of the Town of Barnstable www.town.barnstable.ma.us.  If 

the restriction is prepared by the applicant, the first draft of the restriction should be provided to the CPC 

Coordinator.    If the applicant is not preparing the restriction, a consultant will contact the applicant to assist in the 

drafting of the appropriate restriction after funds are appropriated.  The Town of Barnstable Legal Department and 

Legal Consultant shall review and approve the restriction prior to the final commitment of the CPA funds to the 

project. 

 



CPC APPLICATION (page 2) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Budget Summary: 
Total budget for project: $26,000 

CPA funding request: $25,000 

Matching funds (committed/under consideration):  $1,000 

 
Please address the following questions:  
 
1. Project summary (description and goals):  
Clearing, repairing and resetting 34 gravestones of historic significance. 
Renovating fence surrounding cemetery with new galvanized steel poles and repositioned granite pillars 
The goal is to preserve important cultural and historic resources, enhance Centerville’s historic district, and 
instill pride in residents and public. 
 
2. How does this project help preserve Barnstable’s character?  
It preserves an important historic resource in Barnstable. 
Protects the cemetery from further deterioration. 
Honors the founders of the village: the seafarers, cranberry growers, artisans and their families. 
Preserves an important link to Centerville’s maritime heritage. 
 
3. Partnership(s) Description: 
Scout Troop 54 performs yearly cemetery cleanups in Spring and Fall. 
The Scouts cleaned almost all the gravestones on June 21, 2025, as part of an Eagle Scout project. 
Additional Eagle Scout projects and anticipated. 
 

4. Provide a detailed project timeline:   
Fence restoration could start in late Winter 2025 or early Spring in 2026. 
Repair of the gravestones could start in late Spring or Summer of 2026. 
 
5. How does this project meet the General Criteria and Category Specific Criteria for CPC projects? 

 The cemetery is 202 years old.  The first burial in the cemetery was in 1823. 
 The cemetery is in the Centerville Historic District. 
 The cemetery is listed on the State Register of Historic Places.  
 The project preserves the essential historic and cultural character of Centerville and conserves the legacy of past 

generations for future generations where it can be seen directly across from the 1865 Country Store. 
 The project preserves a resource that would otherwise be threatened with decay, losing insights into the thoughts 

and practices of our ancestors as reflected by the inscriptions on the stones. 
 The project can be implemented expeditiously and within budget. 
 Project leverages committed direct funds from South Congregational Church and in-kind labor from the Boy Scouts 

and interested community members. 

Appropriated CPA funds require one or more deed restrictions (conservation / historic preservation / housing). 

Sample restrictions are available at the Official Website of the Town of Barnstable www.town.barnstable.ma.us.  If 

the restriction is prepared by the applicant, the first draft of the restriction should be provided to the CPC 

Coordinator.    If the applicant is not preparing the restriction, a consultant will contact the applicant to assist in the 

drafting of the appropriate restriction after funds are appropriated.  The Town of Barnstable Legal Department and 

Legal Consultant shall review and approve the restriction prior to the final commitment of the CPA funds to the 

project. 

 



 The project provides a benefit to the public if it is preserved and not an eyesore demonstrating the continued care of 
current generations to the legacy of the past. 

 The project is consistent with other planning documents adopted by the town. 
 
 
6. Provide a detailed budget, including the following information, as applicable:  (Fiscal Year, Total Cost, CPA 

Funds Requested, Other Sources of Funding sought and received, and cost estimates/quotes received):  
 
Budget 
Gravestone Services of New England: repair, restore, reset 34 gravestones                                                         $11,050 
Paramount Landscaping, Centerville:  Supply and install 62 galvanized steel poles. Reposition existing 
granite pillars.  Remove and dispose of old steel poles                                                                                             11,192 
Supplies (D2 solution to clean gravestones)                                                                                                                   450 
Contingencies                                                                                                                                                               2,308 
 
Total Cost                              $26,000 
CPA funds requested          $25,000 
South Congregational Church donation        $1,000 
 
 
Quotes Received: 
Cost estimates for Gravestone Repair and Restoration 
Gravestone Services of New England – repair & cleaning               $11,050* 
Atlas Preservation Inc. – repair - no cleaning    $19,750 
Ludlow Memorial Co.  - repair – no cleaning                 $35,500 
  
Cost Estimates for Fence Restoration  
Paramount Landscaping - Install new iron rails, reposition granite pillars      $11,192* 
All Cape Welding - Install new iron rails – no pillar work                     $10,162 
 
                                                    
                                                        

 

Jean Mansur                                                                            September 5, 2025   
Signature of Applicant         Date 

 
 

Tim Tudor                    September 5, 2025    
Signature of Applicant         Date 

 
 
NA                                                                                                                       ____________________________________                    
Signature of Town Manager (Town Affiliated Projects)      Date 
 



                               South Congregational Church 
565 Main Street 

Centerville MA 02632 
 
July 14, 2025 
 
Ellen Swiniarski 
Community Preservation Committee 
Town of Barnstable MA 
 
Subject: Letter of Intent, South Congregational Graveyard Restoration 
                                        Centerville, MA                                        
Dear Sirs, 
  
On behalf of South Congregational Church in Centerville, MA, the Building and Grounds 
Committee respectfully submits this Letter of Intent for consideration by your committee. 
 
Project Name: South Congregational Graveyard Restoration, Centerville MA. 
Brief Outline of the Project:  Cleaning, restoring and resetting 34 gravestones and other 
markers with historic and cultural significance. Removing overgrown shrubs and weeds. 
Removing and replacing the steel bars in the fencing. Adjusting the granite fence pillars. 
Estimated Timeline: Three years. 
Funding Request: $$$$ 
Partnership Information: South Congregational Graveyard is a historic property associated 
with the United Church of Christ. South Congregational sponsors Scout Troop 54 and we will 
partner with them. We have an Eagle Scout proposal to arrange to reset a heavy gravestone 
back onto its base.  
Secured Funding: South Congregational Church will contribute $1,000 from its capital funds 
towards the restoration. 
Applicant Contact: Tim Tudor, project manager, 28 Pleasant Pines, Centerville, MA 02632, 
508-737-7014, timtudor@meganet.net. 
Primary Contact: Jean Mansur, 16 N. Ridge Road, Mashpee, MA 02649, 908-310-6551, 
jmansur9@gmail.com 
 
We look forward to learning whether this important project would be of interest to the 
Community Preservation Committee for funding. Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Tim Tudor 
 
 



                                                                                

                                                                                

                                                                                

                           N O T                 N O T                          

                            A N                   A N                           

                      O F F I C I A L       O F F I C I A L                     

                          C O P Y               C O P Y                         

                                                                                

                           N O T                 N O T                          

                            A N                   A N                           

                      O F F I C I A L       O F F I C I A L                     

                          C O P Y               C O P Y                         



                                                                                

                                                                                

                                                                                

                           N O T                 N O T                          

                            A N                   A N                           

                      O F F I C I A L       O F F I C I A L                     

                          C O P Y               C O P Y                         

                                                                                

                           N O T                 N O T                          

                            A N                   A N                           

                      O F F I C I A L       O F F I C I A L                     

                          C O P Y               C O P Y                         









SOUTH CONG CHURCH OF CENT

14535
960I

Account # 125260 Bldg # 1 of Card # of
UTILITIESTOPO LOCATION CURRENT ASSESSMENT

Total

9600
9600

2,457,100
1,001,9003

565 MAIN STREET (CENT.)

SUPPLEMENTAL DATA

BK-VOL/PAGE SALE DATE PREVIOUS ASSESSMENTS (HISTORY)RECORD OF OWNERSHIP

OTHER ASSESSMENTS

APPRAISED VALUE SUMMARY

EXEMPTIONS

Special Land Value

2,160,900

269,000

27,200

1,001,900NOTES

BUILDING PERMIT RECORD

LAND LINE VALUATION SECTION

B

1 726,000 1,001,900
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SALE PRICEV/IQ/U
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9600
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269,000

27,200

1,001,900NOTES

BUILDING PERMIT RECORD

LAND LINE VALUATION SECTION

B

CURRENT OWNER

SALE PRICEV/IQ/U
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 FORM E − BURIAL GROUND  
 
MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
MASSACHUSETTS ARCHIVES BUILDING 
220 MORRISSEY BOULEVARD 
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02125  
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Assessor’s Number       USGS Quad      Area(s)     Form Number 
 
207-053   

 
 H, 

N, X 
 BRN.810 

NRD (11/10/1987); NR MRA (11/10/1987) 
 
Town:   Barnstable 

Place (neighborhood or village):  Centerville 
 
  
Address or Location:   565 Main Street 

Name:   South Congregational Burying Ground 

Ownership:      Public         Private 

Approximate Number of Stones:   145 

Earliest Death Date:   1823 

Latest Death Date:  2008  

Landscape Architect:   n/a 

Condition:   Good 

Acreage:  1.38 acres 

Setting:  The burying ground is located in the north central 
portion of the South Congregational Church property, with 
the church to the west and south, and the parsonage to the 
east down a relatively steep, wooded embankment. The 
property is bordered on the north by Church Hill Road with 
the County Store across the street, residences across Main 
Street to the west, and the parking lot and Centerville Public 
Library to the south.   

Recorded by:   Eric Dray, Preservation Consultant 

Organization:  Barnstable Community Preservation  
                          Committee 
Date (month / year):  July 2025 
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 Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.   
 If checked, you must attach a completed National Register Criteria Statement form. 
 

 
Use as much space as necessary to complete the following entries, allowing text to flow onto additional continuation sheets. 
 
 
VISUAL/DESIGN ASSESSMENT    
Describe landscape features, gravestone materials, designs, motifs, and symbols that are either common Note any known carvers. 
 
The South Congregational Burying Ground is bordered to the south and west by the South Congregational Church, to the north 
by Church Hill Road, and to the east by a forested portion of the 1.38-acre parcel that slopes down to the parsonage. The 
boundary of the burying ground itself is demarcated on the north, east and south by a low fence composed of square, rough-cut 
granite posts with paired pipe railings. The burying ground is largely level with some undulation either caused by settling over 
time, or possibly indicating land that had been levelled, and possibly terraced in places, for burial plots. The land does slope 
down considerably at the northeast corner, due in large part to subsidence, and the perimeter fence is more exposed in this 
corner. There are two openings in the fence which provide entrance off Church Hill Road – one is located at the northwest 
corner of the burying ground. Set just within this opening is a freestanding, white-painted wood sign on which is written 
“Congregational Cemetery.” This sign appears to be a fairly recent addition. The second entrance is half-way along the Church 
Hill Road side of the fence. There are no walkways or paths within the burying ground (see Photos 1-7 for general setting).  
 
There are approximately 145 gravemarkers within the burial ground, including clusters of markers connected to one family, 
individual memorial markers with multiple family names, and individual gravemarkers. Most of the markers are in short, north-
south rows facing east, with the inscriptions on the west sides, some with footstones. A few sections within the burying ground 
are either vacant or contain graves with no markers. Approximately 10 markers, mostly marble, have fallen and now lie on the 
ground. The burying ground is largely devoid of trees and shrubbery. However, in a few places families appear to have planted 
what are now mature evergreen or shrubbery near their markers, all of which have been significantly pruned back to re-expose 
the markers. A few markers show evidence of prior repairs. 
 
The great majority of gravemarkers date from the mid-19th to the early-20th century, and consist of slate and marble markers, 
most between 2’ and 4’ tall. Approximately half of the markers, in addition to inscriptions, carry some form of iconography. The 
oldest marker, the headstone of Alexander Kelley (1814-1823, Photo 8), is a simple marble slab, but most of the earliest 
markers in the burying ground are composed of slate. These headstones are typical in form for the period, consisting of vertical 
upright slabs with simple rectangular form surmounted by a rounded or arched tympanum. Up until the 1800s, the iconography 
employed in the tympanum was the skull with wings, followed by the soul effigy with a more fleshed out face with wings. As 
found in this burying ground, by the early 1800s, the primary design motif employed in the tympanum was the neoclassic urn-
and-willow, or just the willow, a motif resulting from an enthusiasm for classical antiquity. There are 13 headstones in the burying 
ground with the urn-and-willow or willow motif. An example with the urn-and-willow motif is the headstone and much smaller 
footstone with the same form of Rebeckah Hinckley (1808-1837, Photo 9). An example of a slate headstone with just the urn 
motif is that of Kiriathian Kelley (d. 1831, Photo 10).  
 
By the mid-19th century, marble headstones and monuments became more popular due, in part, to the ease of carving marble 
into three-dimensional decorative motifs popular at the time. Many of the marble markers within the burying ground are round-
headed, arched or rectangular in form with simple inscriptions and iconography. Some of the earliest marble markers retain the 
simple slab form of the slate markers and also employed the urn-and-willow or just willow motif, and there was an overlap in the 
1830s where both slate and marble were used. Examples include the marker just to the right of the afore-mentioned Rebeckah 
Hinckley marker – that of William E. Lewis (1822-1835, Photo 11). The tympanum has carved shoulders, perhaps taking 
advantage of the more easily carved marble. Another example of a marble marker with the willow-and-urn motif, but without the 
tympanum, is that marker for Watson Crosby (1830-1848, Photo 12).  
 
More elaborate examples of marble markers include a few tall markers with a Gothic lancet shape, ornate carvings and more 
extensive inscriptions. Examples include the marker for Alexander Kelley (1824-1856, Photo 13), and Capt. Orlando Linnell 
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(1822-1853, Photo 14). The Linnell marker employs an elegant ship carved in relief with a very extensive inscription below, and 
the marker is set in a stone frame creating the appearance of a Gothic church window. The gravemarker with the most three-
dimensional marble carving is that of Ella S. Lewis (1847-1883, Photo 15).  
 
Obelisks were sometimes employed to commemorate a prominent individual or family or serve as the centerpiece for a family 
plot. There are no demarcated family plots in the South Congregational Burying Ground but there is one granite obelisk, and it is 
for a prominent local family – that of Andrus Bearse (1807-1901) and his wife Besty Lewis Bearse (1807-1888) (Photo 17).   
 
Granite markers continued to be used into the later-20th century. In a few instances, other material or forms were employed. For 
example, in the southwest corner of the buying ground are small natural stones set into the ground to which small bronze 
makers are attached.  
 
Stonecutters 
Thanks to the exhaustive research in James Blachowicz’s 2006 From Slate to Marble, Gravestone Carving Traditions in Eastern 
Massachusetts, 1750-1850, Vol. II, and its companion CD database, a total of 18 slate and marble markers from the 1830s to 
the 1860s in the South Congregational Burying Ground have been attributed to one of two stonecutters, Nathaniel Holmes and 
Edwin B. Nye (see Historical Narrative for more information about these craftsmen). 
 

Nathaniel Holmes 
Kelley, Kiriathian (1816-1831, Photo 10) 
Kelley, Hannah Edwards (1833-1834)  
Kelley, Irene A. (1830-1834)  
Kelley, Patience E. F. (1827-1834)  
Kelley, Phebe (1832-1834) 
Hinckley, Rebeckah (1808-1837, Photo 9) 
Kelley, James B. (1821-1839)  
Kelley, Phebe Ellen (1838-1842)  
Linnell, Mercy (1769-1842) 
Kelley, Deborah (1781-1843)  
Linnell, David (173-1846)  
Crosby, Watson (1830-1848, Photo 12)  
Kelley, Freeman (1776-1848)  
Kelley, Francis (1835-1850)  

 
Edwin B. Nye 

Lewis, Emily Francis (1828-1850)  
Linnell, Abby P. (1850-1851)  
Lewis, Capt. Wendell (1817-1859)  
Kelley, Eleanor (1788-18641, marble, signature “E. B. Nye” observed in field at bottom of east side, Photo 16) 

 
 

 
1 Blachowicz lists the death date as 1861. 
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HISTORICAL NARRATIVE     
 Explain religious affiliations, major period of use, and evaluate historical association of this burial ground with the community. 
 
General History 
South Congregational Burying Ground is adjacent to the South Congregational Church within the Centerville National Register 
Historic District. The South Congregational Church was built in 1796 on Phinney's Lane to the north, the locus for 18th century 
settlement in Centerville. Increasing maritime-related prosperity focused on the harbor drew the growing population southward to 
what now comprises the Centerville Historic District. In 1828, as the center of Centerville shifted south, the church was 
dismantled and moved to its present location.  
 
The earliest death date in the burying ground is that of 8-year-old Alexander Kelley (1814-1823, Photo 7). He was the son of 
Capt. Arvin and Eleanor Kelley. It is unclear if this marker was placed here before the church was moved here in 1828. The most 
recent marker is for Peter Michael Doiron, who died in 2018. In the later-20th century, the burying ground was maintained by the 
town of Barnstable, but it is now maintained by the South Congregational Church.  
 
A large percentage of the markers are associated with a relatively small number of local families. The most common family 
names are Bearse, Crosby, Hallett, Kelley, Lewis, and Linnell. As with most families in Centerville, and indeed throughout Cape 
Cod in the mid-19th century, the great majority of men were employed as mariners. As maritime-related industries waned in the 
later-19th century, many families turned more intensively to farming.  
 
Maritime History 
The gravemarkers for numerous sea captains and their families are located within the burying ground. The marble gravestone 
for Capt. Orlando Linnell (1822-1854, Photo 14) features a sailing ship carved in relief. He was captain of the schooner River 
Queen. The long inscription describes how he died on a voyage from Richmond, VA to Providence, RI  when, on October 1, 
1854, he was struck by a fore boom, fell overboard and was lost at sea at the age of 30. Part of his inscription reads: 
 

Rest loved one beneath the billows swell. 
Where tongue ne’re spoke, where sunlight never fell. 
Rest till the God, who gave thee to the deep, 
Rouse thee triumphant from the long, long sleep. 

 
According to his Barnstable Patriot obituary on June 10, 1901, Capt. Andrus Bearse (1807-1901, Photo 17) was thought to be 
the oldest resident at the time in Centerville, if not Barnstable. He made his first voyage at the age of 16 aboard the Barbados. 
He rose to become a captain of several large ships over 40 years. After retiring from the sea, he returned to Centerville and 
became a pioneer of the cranberry business. An indication of their local prominence is the use of the obelisk, the sole example in 
the burying ground.   
 
Capt. Alexander Kelley (1824-1856, Photo 12) was captain of the three-masted packet ship John Rutledge with 123 passengers 
and a crew of 24 aboard when on January 16, 1856, the ship struck an iceberg in the north Atlantic and sank. He is 
memorialized with a gravestone marking his death at sea, which includes the inscription: 
 

He sleeps beneath the lone blue sea; 
He lies where pearls lie deep; 
He was loved of all: yet none  
O’re his low bed may weep. 

 
In addition to the sea captains, other mariners have markers in the burying ground, including three who died while on board 
ships: William Lewis died in 1835 at the age of 13, having drowned in the Hudson River while aboard the schooner Ellen; 
Francis Kelley died in 1850 at the age of 15, having drowned in the Connecticut River while aboard the schooner Juliet; and 
Zeno Kelley (1836-1866) who was lost at sea.  
 
 



INVENTORY FORM E CONTINUATION SHEET                     BARNSTABLE                         565 MAIN STREET 
 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION                                                                           Area(s)      Form No. 
220 MORRISSEY BOULEVARD, BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS  02125  
  
 
 

Continuation sheet 4 

H, N, X BRN.810 

Veterans 
There are at least five markers for veterans of war in the burying ground:  
 
War of 1812 (possibly Civil War) 
Clement Kelley (1798-1868). 
 
Civil War 
Capt. Ansel Lewis (1810-1884). 
PVT James P. Atkins, who died from wounds in action (1831-1864, Photo 18).  
PVT Nathan Foster Winslow (1839-1862), who died from wounds received at the Battle of Antietam, MD, Sept. 17, 1862. 
 
WWII 
John B. Bleicken (1919-1977). 
 
Stonecutters 
As noted in the Architectural Description, a total of 18 markers are attributed to one of two stonecutters, Nathanel Holmes and 
Edwin B. Nye. 
 
Nathaniel Holmes (1783-1869) was born in Plymouth, where he learned stone carving from Amaziah Harlow, and also worked in 
the Rawson workshop in Quincy. Holmes moved to Barnstable in ca. 1805 to become the first resident carver on Cape Cod. Like 
many other stonecutters, he also had another job, in his case working as a farmer. During his 70-year career he made the 
transition from carving winged heads on slate to carving urn-and-willow motif, and worked with both slate and marble. He is 
reported to have carved approximately 1,500 gravestones in total with about 1,300 of those on Cape Cod.  
 
Edwin Bourne Nye (1834-1889) was born in Sandwich. His marble gravestones can be found in Sandwich, Falmouth and 
Barnstable. Many of these 19th century marble gravestone carvers, including Nye, were influenced by carver William Sturgis 
(1772-1858), who is credited with introducing marble gravestones to Cape Cod. William Sturgis was born in Sandwich, moved to 
Lee, MA, at an early age, and returned to the Cape in the 1830s.  
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PHOTOGRAPH DIAGRAM 
 

 
Town of Barnstable Property Maps, 2020 Aerial Layer. 
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Photo 2.  View from Church Hill Road, looking ESE.  Photo 3.  View from Church Hill Road, looking SW. 
 

  
Photo 4.  View from middle of burying ground, looking NW. Photo 5.  View from middle of burying ground, looking NE. 
 

  
Photo 6.  View from middle of burying ground, looking SE. Photo 7.  View from middle of burying ground, looking SW. 
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Photo 8.  Alexander Kelley (1814-1823).    Photo 9.  Rebeckah Hinckley (1808-1837)    
 

    
Photo 10.  Kiriathian Kelley (1816-1831).    Photo 11.  William E. Lewis (1822-1835). 
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Photo 12.  Watson Crosby (1830-1848).    Photo 13.  Alexander Kelley (1824-1856). 
 

    
Photo 14.  Capt. Orlando Linnell (1822-1853).   Photo 15.  Ella S. Lewis (1847-1883). 
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Photo 16.  Eleanor Kelley (1788-1864).    Photo 17.  Andrus Bearse (1807-1901) and Besty Lewis  

Bearse (1807-1888). 
 

  
Photo 18.  James P. Atkins (1831-1964). 
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Gravestone Services of New 
England, LLC

1411 North St
Windsor, MA  01270-9248
9788219158
Info@GravestoneServices.com
https://www.GravestoneServices.co
m

Estimate
ADDRESS

Jean Mansur
South Congregational Church
565 Main Street
Centerville, MA  02632

ESTIMATE # 1020
DATE 02/26/2025

  

ACTIVITY QTY RATE AMOUNT

Conservation&Repair:Conservation&Repair

Repair and resetting of 33 gravestones

1 10,500.00 10,500.00

Anti Lichen Treatment

Treatment with Citrashield Biological Solution

33 0.00 0.00

Documentation

Before and After photos

33 0.00 0.00

 

Fully Insured. Price includes all materials, services and travel 

expenses

TOTAL $10,500.00

Accepted By Accepted Date
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Gravestone Services of New 
England, LLC

1411 North St
Windsor, MA  01270-9248
9788219158
Info@GravestoneServices.com
https://www.GravestoneServices.co
m

Estimate
ADDRESS

565 Main Street
Centerville
MA
02632

ESTIMATE # 1467
DATE 08/11/2025

  

ACTIVITY QTY RATE AMOUNT

Conservation&Repair:Conservation&Repair

Re-air and resetting of large monument.

1 550.00 550.00

Crane/ hoist service

UNIC 295 Spyder Crane

0.00 0.00

 

TOTAL $550.00

Accepted By Accepted Date



South Congregational Church: Jean Mansur jmansur9@gmail.com 565 Main St Centerville, MA, 
02632-2915 (908) 310-6551 Estimate No: 505 Date: 01/15/2025 Description Amount South 
Congregational Church 565 Main Street Centerville, MA 02632 Approximately 150 Monuments 
Approximately 120 Monuments for cleaning $150.00 per Monument =$18,000 Approximately 15 
Broken Monuments $550.00 per Monument =$8,250 Approximately 15 Leaning Monuments 
$350.00 per Monument =$5,250 Quincy Job to reset= $200.00 Steel Bar removal= $3,800 
$35,500.00 Subtotal $35,500.00 TAX 0% $0.00 Total $35,500.00 Total $35,500.00 



Atlas Preservation Inc. 

122 Spring Street B1 

Southington, CT 06489 

860-426-3111 

sales@atlaspreservation.com 
 

 

South Congregational Church  

Centerville, MA 

C/o -Jean Mansur 

16 North Ridge Road 

Mashpee MA 02649 

908-310-6551 

jmansur9@gmail.com 

Re: Gravestone Preservation Proposal 

 

January 17, 2025 

 

Dear Jean,  

 

In 2016 we visited the site and overviewed the stones in the South Congregational Church 

Burying Ground in Centerville, MA. We then provided a gravestone preservation proposal to 

conserve all the stones in need of treatments. However, the project was never approved or 

performed. We are now offering an updated proposal for 2025. 

 

As is the case with all older graveyards, time has taken its toll on the fragile historic stones. 

Soil movement, tree roots and the settling of graves have combined to cause the stones to 

slowly tilt and sink into the ground. 

Once leaning, gravity applies forces to the stones, which can over time cause them to 

fracture or topple. 

Once fallen, gravestones become an unsightly hazard, which may then be subject to 

further damage from all the elements in nature, as well as maintenance equipment.  

Broken, fallen and badly leaning gravestones may also potentially encourage vandalism, as 

it appears the cemetery is uncared for. 

 

Condition Assessment Overview: 

 

The gravestones and monuments included in this proposal are composed from a 

combination of materials including slate, marble, brownstone and granite. The stones 

existing conditions include gravestones which are leaning at a large angle out of plumb, 

gravestones broken, fallen and or detached from an associated base stone. Monuments 

which are leaning or not bonded to associated base stones and also fallen monuments. 

Nearly all the gravestones and monuments in the burying ground are also soiled to varying 

degrees from primarily biological activity. 



Outline of Preservation Treatments Proposed 

 

Cleaning: 

Every stone in the entire graveyard will be treated with a heavy application of D/2 Biological 

Solution stone cleaner. This will e5ectively kill o5 all the lichen and mold growing on and 

inside the stones. Over time the stones will become clean, however this may take up to a 

year to have its full e5ect. This D/2 treatment will also prevent future organic growth activity 

for a variable period of time, depending on the exact type and condition of stone, amount of 

sunlight exposure, etc. 

 

Gravestone Resetting: 

All sunken and or badly leaning gravestones will be reset with a mixture of course gravel up 

to 3⁄4 of an inch in size, mixed with washed sand or clean crushed stone. Gravel will be 

compacted in lifts and thes stone will be reset to the proper height and then regraded. 

 

Monument Resetting:  

All multiple piece monuments that are fallen, badly leaning or have detached headstones 

will be reconstructed as required. Bases will be re-leveled with clean crushed stone and 

regraded. Mating surfaces will be cleaned and dried, and then the headstone will be  joined 

together to its associated base.  

Joining materials and techniques can vary depending on the specific stone, however most 

commonly will include monument setting compound, lead spacers, epoxy putty internally 

for strength, possible internal dowels and historic pointing mortar. 

 

Fractured Stones: 

Fractured stones will be excavated and the lower portion reset to be plumb and regraded. 

Mating surfaces will be cleaned and then joined together using state of the art materials. 

Akemi Akepox 5010 or Tenax Eliox epoxy will be used to join fractured stones. 

NHL based restoration mortar, pigmented as needed will be employed to fill in any open 

cracks and gaps along repaired areas. 

 Repair mortars aftercare will include periodic misting with water and being kept damp for a 

few days after application, to cure properly. 

 

Documentation 

All conservation procedures performed will be documented with before and after 

photographs, with additional photos during the conservation process. Also included will be 

a short completion report listing all the materials and exact products employed and the 

outline the overall results of the preservation work performed. 

 

Protocol: 

All conservation work performed will follow the guidelines established, by the, The National 

Center for Preservation Technology and Training and the American Institute for 

Conservation of Historic and Artistic Works, and the Association for Gravestone Studies. 

 



Project Scope:  

Cleaning treatment, application of D/2 Biological Solution to every stone in cemetery. 

Complete conservation, (Resetting and repair as required) of 36 gravestones and 

monuments. 

 

Time Frame:  

Project to be performed and completed during the year of 2025. 

 

Contract Price:  

Flat Rate Price for the entire project including all supplies, tools, travel, etc. 

Everything needed to perform and complete the project. 

There will be extra fees or costs:  

$ 19,750. 

 

Payment Schedule: 

One payment, Payable in full upon completion of the project. 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide this gravestone preservation proposal. 

Please let us know if you have any questions. 

We look forward to hearing back from you. 

 

Regards, Jon 

860-558-2785 

 

Jonathan Appell 

CEO Atlas Preservation 



 

 
Your privacy and security are important 

 

Review the proposal below. Uncheck any services that you do not want. 



45 Wequaquet Ln 
Centerville, MA 02632 

508-420-9248 
  
  
  
  

   Estimate Number: 5818 
Estimate Date: 7/1/2025 

  

South Congregation Church 
565 Main St  
Centerville, MA 02632  

  
  
  
  

The estimate you requested for the property at 565 Main St is below: 
  

 �( �V�W�L�P �D�W�H���' �H�V�F�U�L�S�W�L�R�Q �$�P �R�X�Q�W 

 FENCE INSTALLATION TO INCLUDE: 
*Contact DigSafe to mark all 
underground utilities prior to 
excavation. 
*Reset existing granite posts to 
proper alignment and depth. 
*Supply and install sixty-two (62) 
galvanized steel poles, each 
measuring 1ı" in diameter by 10' 
in length. 

11192.00 


